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Foreword and Acknowledgments
For many people, drug use, in and of itself, is morally repugnant and they will react strongly against any proposal that does not strongly condemn all use of drugs.
-Howard Rahtz 1 Most of the arguments that have been marshaled against drugs have little basis in logic.
-Andrew Weil 2 S ometime during the writing of this book, it occurred to me that its central question, "Is recreational drug use morally wrong?," has something in common with a question of a very different sort: "Is closing one's eyes while driving a car morally wrong?" What they have in common is this: though both questions are rather straightforward, their answers are far from it. To see this, consider the latter question first. One might be tempted to provide a simple "yes" or "no" answer to it, perhaps even without hesitation, but such would be a mistake, or so it seems to me. As I see it, whether it is morally wrong to close one's eyes while driving a car depends on a wide variety of factors including why one does so, for how long one does so, how fast one is driving when one does so, how experienced a driver one is when one does so, on what one is driving when one does so (a street, a desert, etc.), with whom one is driving when one does so (nobody else or somebody else), in what environment one is driving when one does so (nothing of value is in proximity or something of value is in proximity), and more. Given this, answering the question "Is closing one's eyes while driving a car morally wrong?" requires nuance. To wit, one might think that it is not morally wrong to do so as a very experienced driver for one second while driving two miles per hour alone through a desert but that it is morally wrong to do so as a very inexperienced driver for ten seconds while driving forty miles per hour with kids in one's car through midtown Manhattan.
x FOREWORD AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS All this to say, though the question "Is closing one's eyes while driving a car morally wrong?" is rather straightforward, its answer is not.
And so it is with the question of this book-"Is recreational drug use morally wrong?"-or so I shall argue. As with the previously mentioned question, one might be tempted to provide a simple "yes" or "no" answer to this question, but such would be a mistake. Whether it is morally wrong to use drugs recreationally depends on a wide variety of factors, I submit, including why one does so, for how long one does so, how experienced a recreational drug user one is when one does so, around whom one does so (nobody else or somebody else), in what environment one does so (nothing of value is in proximity or something of value is in proximity), which drugs one uses recreationally, and more. Indeed, those are just some of the harm-based factors, and whether it is morally wrong to use drugs recreationally is a function of non-harm-based factors as well.
I note this similarity between these two questions in order to provide you, the reader, with a glimpse of the complexity of the issue at hand.
I would like to thank the following people and institutions, all of whom, in one way or another, played an important role in the development of this book: Greg Tateosian Special thanks go to Steve Morris, who read and commented on an early draft of the book.
Finally, I would like to thank the person to whom this book is dedicated, Paul Studtmann. In addition to encouraging me to write this book, Paul provided me with very helpful comments throughout the entire writing process. Thanks, Paul-drinks are on me.
